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| swam out to the lighthouse, Galtarviti, to help connect the editing
and exhibition processes. | swam with documents on my person, as if
pregnant with some kind of jumble. The rescue squad, Saebjérg, let
me swim ashore despite poor conditions, refusing and responsibility
for the crossing. And Hermes, having enabled my passage, pointed
to the sky and connections began to form. Now it would be nice

if the connection extended to viewers and readers, via one more
unpredictable process

Oddny Eir Avarsdéttir

a fragment from the catalog of the exhibition Pakkhus Postulanna
(The Apostles Warehouse), Reykjavik Art Museum, Iceland 2006



http://galtarvitilighthouse.com

GALTARVITI LIGHTHOUSE

altarviti Lighthouse
Collaborative has
upheld a remote
residency for artists,
scholars and more to process their

work in the midst of natures stillness.

Located on the outskirts of Iceland,
the Westfjords' lighthouse Galtarviti
has inspired Icelandic musicians,
artists and writers for years, as well
as serving as a guiding light for the

region’s fishermen.

The most remotely located
lighthouse in Europe, surrounded
by majestic mountains on one side
and the often rough and infinte
ocean on the other, Galtarviti can
only be reached by a boat ride
from Sudureyri, or a 3 to 4 hour
hike across mountains and through

valleys, a place where elves and

other mythical creatures supposedly
call home. There’s no cell phone

reception nor internet connection.

Time stands still and the area has
been said to reflect some kind of
supernatural powers. This seems to
bring out the creativity in everyone
who spends time here.

The organisation regards Galtarviti
Lighthouse as an ideal place for

a cultural research center due to

its remoteness and the lack of
modern times clamour - bringing an
opportunity to conceive creative and
imaginative perspectives on cultural
challenges and planet Earth.

The organisation has been operating
slowly but surely for two decades.



GALTARVITI LIGHTHOUSE

Installation on site. Art work by Hrafnkell Sigurdsson

From the start it has been our aim

to make Galtarviti sustainable in
every way as the location offers

great opportunities to do so. Many
archaelogical remains and stories are
connected to Galtarviti. In folklores
we can read about elves in and
around Galtarviti.

Free from social obligations or the
hassle of city-life, a number of Ice-
landic musicians, artists and writers
have found exile in this remote place
to work on their creations and sought
inspiration in the dramatic landscape
surrounding it.

In 2001 the organisation started
offering artists and scholars to
dwell at the lighthouse free of
charge, for up to a month. This has
evolved being the main activity

of the organisation - offering a
residency for cultural activity in its
widest sense, wanting to give the
unique surroundings and value into
processes of creatives works. The
lighthouse serves as a haven for
artists, musicians, writers, scholars,
thinkers and more who want to
escape the city to change focus and

perspective.

Till date around 200 creatives have
worked on various projects at the
lighthouse. Many of the projects
have then been introduced in various
settings, at art museums, in films, in

music and more around the World.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/

features/2015-03-19/into-the-fjords

http://www.grapevine.is/Features/ReadArticle/
Everyones-Invited
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GALTARVITL IT'S PRETTY REMOTE.

Everyone’s Invited!

Gunnar Tynes and company want YOU to take a hike and strum a chord oi



Galtarviti # Keflavik nordan Siigandafiaroar — afskekktur og fridscell grovurreitur menningar og lista

Neerfellt prjd aldarfjérounga var
vitavorur bisettur  Galtarvita sem
stendur { Keflavik vid opid tthafio
nordan Stigandafjardar og var petta
citthvert afskekktasta byggda bol
landsins. Stada vitavardar var 16g0
nidur fyrir tiu drum en fyrir premur
drum keypti Olafur Jonasson kvik-
myndagerdarmadur fré Isafirdi
stadinn og husakost allan dsamt
Pérdisi GudmundsdGtiur m6dur
sinni og Halldéri Guomundssyni
manni hennar, sem bisett eru 4
fsafirdi. Arid eftir stofnudu pau
félag fbeim tilgangi ad gera stadinn
upp en fbidarhisio var 0rdid veru-
lega lasid sakir vidhaldsleysis. Fé-
lagid nefnist Ahugang
Goltur (www.galtarvi
1ids komu Benedikt
vélsmiour, Einar bor G|

leikstjori og kvikmyndagerdarmad-
urfré Hvilft, Gudmundur Konrads-
son kerfisfredingur og Hermann
Porsteinsson murarameistari, sem
allir eru upprunnir { Onundarfirdi
Etlunin er ad barna get

og fredimenn komist {
frd amstri og skarkala umheimsins.

er ad ibGdarhisid verdi komid {
pokkalegt stand nina { sumar. S
stefna hefur verid tekin ad bjoda
lista- og fredimonnum erad dvelj-
ast parendurgjaldslaust allt ad einn
ménud. Takmarkid er ad parna
3i frumlegt og notalegtstarfsum-
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rddast { byggingu & vinnustofu fyrir
listamenn,

Einnig verdur stadurinn til leigu
fyrir almenning 7 styttri eda lengri
tfma. Einmitt pad hversu afskekl
Galtarviti er byour upp 4 ¥
moguleika. [ pvi sambandi hefur
verid horfttil gnguhdpa og jafnvel

hesta- og eda kajakferda.

T ibudarhdsinu er dgwett eldhts
med gaseldavél, stofa og geymslu-
adstada, svo og rji svefnherbergi
med svefnpldssi fyrir allt ad dtta
manns. Olfurafstéd cr 4 stadnum
en etlunin er ad gera upp og koma
f gagnio gamalli vatnstirbinu til

heimsins=""<

gridastaour
listafolks og
freedimanna

Where to Go

.

raforkuframleidslu. Parna eru cinn-
ig nokkur dtihis. Vitinn sjdlfur
stendur rét vid fbudarhisio.

Pad er reyndar ekki nylunda ad
fengist s¢ vid ritstorf & Galtarvita.
Kunnastur vitavardanna par og s
rd 1953
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The Lighthouse Keepers

THE FORMERLY ABANDONED GALTARVITI LIGHTHOUSE IN THE REMOTE WEST FJORDS HAS BECOME A REFUGE
FOR WRITERS, ARTISTS AND MUSICIANS. IT'S ALSO WHERE STARS OF LOW-FI, MUM, RECORD THEIR ALBUMS.

TEXT BY JOHN BOYCE

PHOTOGRAPHS BY PALL STEFANSSON

galtarvitilighthouse.com

https://grapevine.is/icelandic-culture/art/2011/07/01/an-offer-you-shouldnt-refuse/

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2015-03-19/into-the-fjords
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